THEY   ARRIVE                         ig

ground floor is occupied by the Kwik-Work Razor Blade
Co., Ltd., the first floor by Twigg fa Dersingham, and
the upper floors by the Universal Hosiery Co., the
London and Counties Supply Stores, and, at the very
top, keeping its eye on everybody, the National Mer-
cantile Enquiry Agency, which seems to be content with
the possession of a front attic.

This does not mean that we have now finished with
No. 8, Angel Pavement. It is for the sake of No. 8
that we have come to Angel Pavement at all, but not for
the whole of No. 8, but only for the first floor. No
doubt a number of tales, perhaps huge violent epics,
could be started, jumped into life, merely by opening
the door of the Kwik-Work Razor Blade Co., Ltd., or
by trudging up the stairs to the Universal Hosiery Co.
and the London and Counties Supply Stores, or by
looking up at the grimy skylight, and giving a shout to
the National Mercantile Enquiry Agency; but we must
keep to the less mysterious but more respectable first
floor -and Twigg fa Dersingham.

ON this particular morning in autumn, Mrs. Cross was
rather later than usual. That did not matter very much
because it was not one of the floor-washing mornings
but just one of the ordinary dust-round-and-sweep-up-
a-bit mornings. But somebody, one of the interfering
sort, had left a note for her in the General Office, that
is, the room just behind the fronted glass partitions
and the sort of ticket office window with Enquiries on
it, and this note said: Mrs. Cross. What about turning